
Idullatry and the First Commandment 
 

Israel Was to  Abhor  the Nations’ Idols 
“And you shall not bring an abominable thing into your house and become devoted to destruction 
like it. You shall utterly detest and abhor it, for it is devoted to destruction.” Dt 7:26. 
 The word abhor indicates a strong and vigorous loathing.  Sometimes it is translated 
loathe.  For example, in his prophecy against Babylon, Isaiah denounces that nation as “a loathed 
branch,” a condemned nation that was utterly despised, portrayed as a corpse that was cast away 
from the grave and that was trampled underfoot by others.  In other words, God’s judgment upon 
this proud nation brought her to such a reprehensible level that she would not even enjoy the 
benefits of a proper burial.   
 Its strongest usage is in the term abomination.  In our text the word is used twice to 
emphasize the Lord’s unequivocal rejection of the nations’ idols; he hates them; he detests them; 
they are contemptible in his sight and despicable in his Presence.  So severe was Yahweh’s wrath 
against these idols that he commanded his people to declare herem, holy war, against them by 
devoting them to total destruction.  So detestable were these idols to Yahweh that he gravely 
warned his covenant people, that, were they to bring the “abominable thing” into their homes, he 
would in turn devote them to destruction after the similitude of the nations’ gods.  This principle 
was demonstrated in the fearful account of the destruction of Jericho and the tragic destiny of 
Achan who violated God’s rule and who, along with his entire family and their possessions, paid 
the penalty of death, Josh 6:17–18; 7:1–26; see also Dt 13:16-18). 
 At the heart of the meaning of abomination is the notion of incompatibility.  That is to say, 
that which God has judged as being abominable is mutually exclusive with a holy God.  Thus, the 
Scripture describes the sum total of Israel’s idolatrous actions as abominations to the Lord, Eze 5:9, 
11; 7:3, 9; 14:6; 16:22; etc.  The nations’ idols and all the paraphernalia employed in idol worship, 
were abominable to him, Dt 7:25.  So also were lying lips, Pro 12:22, as well as the thoughts of the 
wicked, 15:26.  Syncretistic worship was an abomination to the Lord, Dt 12:31.  The psalmist 
declares that the Lord destroys “..  those who speak lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and 
deceitful man,” Ps 5:6.  In addition, “An unjust man is an abomination to the righteous, but one 
whose way is straight is an abomination to the wicked.”  29:27.  Lastly, it was an abomination for 
Egyptians to eat with Jews, Gen 43:32.   
 From these brief examples we can clearly detect that the notion of mutual exclusiveness is 
both maintained and emphasized in the use of our word.  This clear line of demarcation between 
the acceptable and the abominable that was decreed by God and that was demanded by his 
character, was to be reflected by God’s covenant people at all times.  In so doing, they were 
demonstrating not only their covenant faithfulness to Yahweh but also the fact that the belonged 
exclusively to him.  They were different from the nations because they were redeemed by God and 
therefore they were to reflect his character in all their ways, in firm contradistinction with the 
nations.  They were to testify in all facets of their life that they were separated from the nations 
unto God for their good and for his glory.  In other words, they were his “..treasured possession 
among all peoples, … a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  Ex 19:5-6.     


